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STJu?BR&KST1T10N being a crime ſo or- 
NI dinarily charged on thoſe whoie Con- $ Is 
ſciences affare rhem that they are faire 
enough from the guile of ic , 1t will be 
an AR of double charity , firſt to the 
ASS honeſt calumnaiated Proteſtant, Se- 
CC MRS} condly to the contumelious unjuſt de- 
famer of his beſt ations, to conſider a 
while of this matter, and firſt ro enquire what is the naturall 
importance of the word in Latine and Greeke, efpecially as 
we findc it in the New- Teſtament. | 
Superſticion in Latine1« moſt clearely according to the uſe , .- 
andO. igination of the word , Swperftiturm Cult, The wor= © 
foip of ſome departed from thi World , ſuppoſed yer to have hfe 1n 
another, Thisisobſcrved and acknowledged amonglt wiany 
others by LeRantize, and made probable even by the different 
conceipt of Cicero, who deduceth the word from the prattice 
of thoſe that uſed ro pray whole daies together , wt fb libers 
ſuper ſtites efſemt , that their children might ontlrve th:m- 
felves ; by that acknowledging the truth of the Erymologie 
from the word { S»perfites ] but diſguiſing it into a ridiculous 
phanſy, out of feave, ſaith S'. eAuftn, to condemn the prattice of ] 
the Romans, among whom he lived. Theſe Superſt#tes , "—_ $ 30 
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(2) | 
the Heathens thus worſhipped , were by them called HeyoZs, 
men of worth and excellency &Told:wlvics, aſſumed into the 
far: of Gods, but among Chriſtians the Sowles of the Saints dee 

\ parted, que ſuperſwnt corporibus ; Which when thesy bodies ave - 

\ buried in peace, arc imagined to live for evermore, And the wor- 

ſhipping of theſe (as among the Papiſts 'ris moſt ordinary) 1s 
molt properly called Superſtitson. And in that ſence 1 con- 
ccive,t is, that in ſome authentique writings of onr Church, 
che 1dolatrie and Superſtition of the Papiſts is cenſured ; by 7- 
delatrie meaning the worſhippe of Images among them , and 
by S«perſtit50x the worſhippe and praycrs to Saints departed. 
A cenſure amthorizable by that part of S. Awſtin's words, De 
Def. Chrifts.l.2.Superſtitioſum eſt quicquid inſtitutum eſt ad 
colendum, ficut Deum, Creaturam , partemve ullam creatures 
Swperſtition ts the worſhipping a Creature a; Ged , or any part of 
8 Creature. By the latter of which I know not whar he ſhould 
meane ſo probably, as thoſe ſuppoſedly deificd parts of Crea- 
tures, the ſoules of dead-men. 

6 4. The Greeke word parallel to this is dl::mlauoric, which 

De ver, Relig, Iiterally is, as S. Auſtin defines the Latine Swperſtition, Demos» 

num Cultus , the worſhip of Demones. 

S 5. The full importance of which muſt be taken, 1 from the 

various uſe of the word awry, 2 of theother word [acid] 

ingredient in the compoſition. 

Auiuwr Signiftes ſomerimes in a wider ſence a God, as genes 
rally amongthe Poets, F#»oand Apollo and Arnerva, and all 
beſide the ſupreme Fapiter, are numbred among Homer's Ac 
pores This Maximus Tyrivs demonſtrates at large, and adds 
mov Inv Saueova ayerny F), that there are a great flock of thoſe 
$4iuoyss, Somtimes 3. in a {trier ſence the Angels,as'tis uſed 
among the Philoſophers,cſpeccially the Pythagoreans & Plato- 
nicks; for ſo the deſcription of them in Hierocles , & Maxim 
T pris, & Plotinus , & Proclus will evidence, particularly that. 
every man's proper tutelary Angel the away or crxces Or 
YAYYw5 nuce Sarwar , as Plotints Calls him. The cohabitant or <= 
| domeſtick Dzmon or Angel that is allotted us- 

7 A thing ſo frequent among thoſe Philoſophers , that the 

wor 


$ G6 


\ lakes OD 


- ſeeme to bee meant Apoc. 9, 20. where the Sanoris, which 


they neither ſee, nor heare, nor walks. 


(3) 
Word g1xon2gie, Philoſophy, Col. 2.8. ſeemes to meto be di- 
realy all one with Jpaxcia Tor 214:aur; wor ripping of Angels 
v.18. And ſo thoſe two exhortations in thoſe two verſes tq 
be coincident, «areGeafcumy in one (which we render recej- 
ving of reward) being zquipollent to aauywydr , (poyling in 
the other, only in diverſenotions, The firſt referring to .ppi- _ 
zes in the Olympick games, the other toſpoylesin warre., - 
the reaſons of which conjeRure ir will not be feaſonable here 
to inſerts 

And thirdly againe the departed worthies , which ( beſides q g. 
the frequency of that acception among the Philoſophers) may 


are ſaid to be worſhip't, are joyn'd with 1dols of Gold, &c. and 
communicate with them in their efteRs and liveleſneſie, that 


To theſe fences might be added that other moſt vulgar for  . 
evill ſpirits, agrecable to which, is that definition of ScwnSz:- S 9. 
cre, inthe Ermolegirum magnam, that tis y mpds Jos Torypus 
Nai wores fmt hare xa gofos, a Care & feare of evill ſpirits. And 
a fifth leſſe frequent, yet ro be found among the Philoſophers, 
for wi/e men here in this life, which Hierocles deſcribes at large 
under the Title of «2x91: Sauorss carthly ſpirits, or Dzs+, 
mons. : 

Now the word Sc7:Sawwyie refers indifferently to the 5 10; 
three firſt of theſe, and ſignifies the worſhipping either of the 
many Poericall Gods, or eAngels , or Dead-men , or indeed 
any thing but the one ſupreme God. - Thus isit ſaid of the 
Gentiles, 1 Cor.10. 20, That what they Sacrifice , they Sacrie 
fice Seuoriors, and not to God, 5, e, not totheone true God, 
And inthe booke of Baruch 4.7. Offering Jeuuoviors, and not to 
God. where (asalſo in many other places of holy writ) 'tis 
not proper to render it | Devils or Infernall Spirits] but 
(with M'. CIead) Demons, meaning thereby eyther Angels 
or Dead men, or any thing elſe befide the true God, Which 
jeemesto be expreſs't Rom. 25. by worſhipping the Creature 
meeps Ny xnoa/le, befides ( not as we render wore then ) the 


Creator, 
A3 Thus 


(4) 
Thus when S, Pavl tells the Athenians AR 17. 23; 1d): 
wdvle o; Sandayuoreict pus Cuts Irwes, 1 confoder and bebold you 
in all things (ot 10 all that I ſee of you) as men that arc ore 
ſuper ſtuions then any other, Hee meancs they worſhip't more 
Gods or Demons then the Romans, or any other ſor: of Hea- 
then people ; or were more devout , more pious in the Hea= 
then worſhips thenany orhcrs ; for fo it tollowes nfre, 
v.23. Tee worſhip: and fo indcede*tis generally att: ſted by tte 
. Greek writers* Pauſanias,'P biloſtratms,Strabo, Max.Tyr, &c. 
+ 4x..yay bo That the Athenians were more religious then other people, 
is feis ure atleaſt were more hoſpitable ro new and ſtrange Deities,thcn 
Gciv dnav the Romans, who ( {aith D jonyfime Halicarnaſſews) were fo a» 
Mio, & 4 yerſe from all forreigne Deities (unlefle ſome few that their 
Inv=tovis T4p4 nceftors had from the Grecians) that they might bee more 
"ago + truely ſaid wiotertiy 463 735 J 85 n p120Fergv to bee haters of 
-? 65a G# ſuch kinde of hoſpitalicie or admiſſion of forreign Gods, then 
gre; Pe 2:2. lovers of it. 
Philogratas of So ARs 25.19. Feſftw or Saint Luke inhis ſtory ſaich, That 
of nmr 2s the Fewes had certaine Cilinare, Bueftions » or Accuſations 
a" 9" ie againſt Pal mp3 Tis dias SeoSamories. concerning hu owne Re- 
ider . 81:4 ligion, or Supcrſtition,or worſhip,peculiar to him from them, 
b-, Amaia and (as it tollowesto explaine what they meant by the word) 
Is @gmeg T6 7493 ind; Inas TeIrnniros, Of one Teſs that was drad, puting him 
pi mt 2Mz 9! under the vulgar notion of a Sajuwr or dead Heros, and fo mea- 


AoFepoy ures lu ©) | : | . 
ne :. ning the worfhip of him by Je7rÞayuorics 


a Panſan. 


win 2 %.. {imply to feare, (and therefore the word is rendred by Heyy. 
Max, Ty. Chiu qoColiia, fearing God , or Religion in generall; by others 
Ne ab5 'A- goCos B01 x Sxuro vow, Ti he feare of God & Demons) yet perhaps 


nd 


Onvdor 19s may be ſet ſomtimes to import a cowardly trembling feare ; 


Fur 1,” and ſo may have at influence on the word in ſome Authors, 
WOvia greed . , » = \ \ \ 
Pipay, Thus the Etymologiſt, ScoiSu/por, ways x; Sinos meer Hes, 
Srrorm,9, 377+ the ſuperſtitious man is religious and cowardly, Feares the 
$ 12s, Gods, and ts afraid of them ; and Clemens 1 yi Sand apovia 
S 13. ma'los, oiCos Srupbray roy Swperſtition is a paſſion, being afrare 


of 


or. > on Wie 6s 


(s) 
of the Damons ; and Theopbraſtus Suniz wejs mm Iuporiiy Gm 

"tis 4 cowardly feare of the Demon , Thus CMaximus 

Tyrius having compared a pious man to a freind, a ſu- Char, cap, 
perſtitious toa flatterer, [_ 5 i402 orf)s giaos $19, 3s Suordhiyur Sunrf; Jian 
xaeE 0:0] heexplainesthe meaning inthe words following, at: ; 
the pious mancomes to God ard Su; without feare, the ſuperſtigi= 
Nirious TH TOME St with much feare, Jootnms, ; JeSts To3s Wee 
I Sap 735 weaves, Co dreading the Gods as lo many Ty- 
rants, according to which notion of the Greeke word, Saint 
Auſtin is affirmed to ſay, Deum a religioſo vereri, a ſuperſtitio- 
ſo timeri, The Religious man reveres God, the ſuperſtitions is 
afraid of him; and conſequently to that, Rel/igio Dewm colit, /n- 
perſtitio violat. Religion is the wor ſhiping of God, Superſtition 
the wronging and violationof bim. So againe Put arch. © vere 
6 2980; Bev; Tyan, 6 Sefuuridulunn s Braerar. The eAtheifſt thinks there 
are no Gods, but the (uperſiitious wiſhes there were none, but in 
Spig ht of his Teeth beleeves that there are, An argument wheve- 
of ir, that heis unwilling to dye. Where the beleeving of any 
puniſhment after this life is the maine peice of S»perſtition, 

I conceive my ſelfe able to give the reader ſome light in $g, xq3 
this matter, by what I have gathercd out of ſome ſcattered _. | 
aci-l2y2 of Epicurns's Philoſophy, and it is this: Epicurws, we gr. os 20M 
know, was willing to rid God of the trouble of a providence $;.,1T.,,, 5. 
or care of humane affaires, reſolved that all things were done pere mage lite- 
vaturalibus ponderibus , + motibus , by naturall weights and 141,c me time. 
motions, and conſequently that men were to revere and adoye '©3 Quit enmm 
God for his greatneſſe,and excellency,and beatitude, and immuor- pos Deo 
rality, and tranſcendent beauty; but not tofeare, or dread, or be cyxqy; non & 
affraid of bim. Ot thoſe therefore that differed from him in x=mendivinum 
judgement, asthey which thought there was no (God at all, $-rre1e? @'e, 


werethe downe-right «341, and for that by him cenſuredz ſo ©**-{% In1eft. 


thoſe that beleived a providence, and conſequent to that, re» — 

wards and puniſoments, herejeRed alſo, as the other extreme, aucura tram 
under the title of Sus:Suyts, or Swperſtitions, or fearers of a & gratiam ſe- 
deity. This appeares by ſeverall paſſages in (icers and other £4247? _ 
of the ancients out of him, and by what we finde inthe lives of ppm m——_ 
the Epicareass in Latrtins, InCicero 1. 2+ de nat. de. mt Sn= ,,mauius. Cic, b, 
perſiitione 1, de nat, de, 


[n Alext 


(6) 

pry ſtitione liberate, Kc. tobe freed from Superſtition, is ex- 
plicated by metum omuem Deorum pulſum eſſe, to have all feare 
L, defin: of the Gods baniſhed from ns. And againe having deſcribed 
the wiſeman to be ſuch as can fine meew VIvere, live without 
. feare, he repeares it againe in theſe other words, Omniumre- 
rag naturd cognita levamur Superſtition, liber amur mort me- 
tw, the knowledge of the nature of all things (and among them 
of God himſelfe) frees men and releaſe; them from Superſtition 
and the feare of death. This in the ſame booke m—_— metiums 
ita in Telsgio%n, feare of Religion,or fach a feare as the belciving Gods 
wa of »o- Providence wasapt tobegetin men, (ſpecially inthoſe which 
ris ſempiter- did what they ought nor) 95S. terrors and expectations of evill 
2910/7 on God, which they which tooke it to be an errour indi» 
—_ # _ vinity (as Epicurns did,) mult needes count a very uncalic, un- 
mus, Quit e- pleaſant errour, and fo as much diſlike Superſtition, 5, &- are- 
im »orined: ligion that brings ſo much affliction to their lives, as any man 

omnis provi- now adayes doth under the moſt odious notion of it. ' 
-- oro — Agrecable to this is that of Ariſtipp#s and the Cyrenaici in 
Ade emp LAerrims whichupon the ſame principles reſolve that it is the 
Hinchuwappion, Part Of a wiſeman neither to be moved with envy , 307 #0 be ſu- 
Hine wayne perſfitious, and afterwards explained the [ JurorSmupovic ES \2 
gue tan'a imburyg | being without $ wperſtstion by Tv ae: fardTte #« Gov Keu}err , prot = 
fr = = " ting off all feare of death, and as a foundation or conſequent of 
ils; tearclefſeneſſe, a reſolution that nothing #5 by nature juſt or 
*, wc. Hiinnjuſt, but only veus «6 31, by poſitive law or euſtome, and from 
ferro ib»; ab E- thence vever doing any (army ) nnbecoming thing, never admit- 
my = _ ing any unfaſhionable peice of Piety on contemplation of any 

eos ,quo:intells Muict or danger, , , . . 

ive: we fl. Whereupon iris, that Lucretius an Epicurean Philsſopher 
fing:re wilam {peaking of the eternity of Torments threarned in another 
moleftiam, nec world, confeſſeth that, if that were true, there would be no 
w_ 2g — 4g way of reſiſting the religsons and threats of the Duvines. Nan 
= Nat. De: Pf wnllum finem eſſe putarent eETumnarum homines, nulla ratio- 
me valerent Religionibur atque minis obſiftere vatum. Make- 
$. 16, Jong that beleife of the infinite Torments 3n another life, and the 
wenaces of the Preiſts attending it, to be the Religion or Super= 
ftition, that was to be confuted and baniſht out ofthe _— 

n 
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GO) 

AndI with *twere now uncharicable to ſuſpeR, (what the a> 
Qions of many makes too viſible) that the abhorring of Su- 
perſtition (whith mcn we boaſt of, and by which they ſa dif 
criminate themſelves from other men) hath at lcaſt brought 
them to thispieccof Epicurcan faith, To ditcarde all feare of a« 
nother life as a relicke of fupcrſtitton, &to reſolve with himin 
Plutarch, Auyly amicia oe;s ma it, x tarapegr nor aurey furhd” ay. 
$1 5Seua1Sruuoria, Unbeleiſe and contempt of all that 1s Divine i1 4 
ſprewd fault indeed but on the other fide Superſtition is a ſhrewd 
Fanit too, the ſhrewder of the twaine, and mcant by 
ſuperſtition what you hadeven now from the ſame Author, 
The feare of death, or any ill thing after it, But thisby the way. 

This generally is the notion of furiduwvin, Superſtition. 
(and the {ame of Religion too) among the Antient heathen 
writers when either Epicareans or eAtheiſts ſpeake of any Re- 
ligi0n,or thoſe who are ncither ſpeake of ſome kinde of Religi= 
ox which they do #0t l;ke, Forin both theſe caſes whatſoe- 
ver they ſce men of other pcrſwaſions doe, which they like 


'not, or thinke themnot bound to, they call it ſtraight their Sx. 


perſtition or Religton. 

Thus in Plutarch's Trat at: SuorSaworicy, it goes indefinite» 
ly for Religion, bur particularly for ſome fearefull apprebenfi» 
ous of the Gods, which he makes to be contrary to Athes/ave, 
and to offend as ill in the other extreame; « being awed with 
ſome frighefull DoRrines to do ſome things which he thought 
not men obliged to, av Aſton:ſhment of /oule, looking on the 
Gods as ſo many Juiuere, faricr or ſprephts, conceiving them to 
be erwuell, bloudy. minded, and other ſuch things, which vather 
then he would beleive, he protefſerh he would wiſh there had 
beene never a man inthe world, ud ya: Navrwer, and that 
Plutarch himſclfe had no being. All which arc but odious ex- 


prefſions faftened on thoſe praftiſes of Religion which he did 


not approve of, and the very fame that Epicwrns before him 
had laid upon Religion or belcife of Providence. 

Among theſe he mentions keeping of Sabbaths, and caſting 
on the face, or Proftrations, particularly that fo ſtri& obſervati- 


en of the Sabbath among the Jewes, that whenthey were In- 
B vaded 


S 17. 


$ 18, 


S 19, 


os. ey on 


(8) 
vaded by the Enemy they would not riſe from their ſeates 
SelriPeau) 12, os yn 71S auarer,tyed and bound by their Religie 
on or Saper ffition as with a Net, that they could nor move, 
And then adds the killing and ſacrificing of children which by 
the deſcription one would thinke referred to che cuſtome in 
the valley of Hinnom, or Topher mentioned in the ſcripture. 

And fo have we paſſed through the ſecond part of our dee 
ſigned courſe or method to finde out the meaning of the 
word. 

From whence it appeares that the word in Grecke and La- 
tine both in the cleſlicall Authors and the ſcripture uſc is ſet to 
fignifie one or more of theſe (everalls. | 

In generall Religion or worſhip of God without any cen- 
ſure or marke ſct upon it of true or falſe; agreeable ro which is 
that of che old Greeke and Latine Lexicon found at the end of 
fome of Cyrills wotkes Awurrſzuurie, Superſtitio, Religso, ren. 
dri-git, inditferently by thoſe two words, And what Ste- 
phanns obſerves of Cicero that be renders SuorSuuja Religio, 
and that in eAtbeners SuorSuuuorg cereus religione tencyi, 
(and thercupon B«4ews, hath ſorendred 1c) and an ancient 
glofliry, Seiorfuuwy, $ronCiss To which purpole a confidera- 
ble place there is in Polybims a grave and anexcrellent heathen 
wricer who (peaking of the Romans /, 16.9.497. and giving 
his opinion of their government that it excelled other com- 
monwealths extremely @ 7» a? 8:3 $12an4s inthe opinion and 
apprehenſion they had of the Gods, expreſſes what it was, he 
fo commends in them, aq Se9rfuuuorizy, T meanc faith he, 
their Superſtition, which &7 nouns 4mrrenuedvre, Was raifed (0 
tragically, or to fo higha pitch, x} mpero3#7a. &c, was fofarre 
taken in bothto theirprivate and.publique afaires os: wi ro7e- 
armriiy w£80.ny that it wasno leffe then an excefle. Where al- 
rhough (rhat I diſgaiſe not any part of his words) it be by him 
affirmed, that this was >> Js 4Mor erIpwnor arerd 1Zourroy, made 
matter of reproach to the Romans among other men, as indeed 
everything in Religion is ſpoken lt of by thoſe who are of 0. 
ther perſwaſionsand practiſes) yer 1 that which thoſe others 
2re ſaidtoreproach mthe Romans is their #42244 or exceſſe, 

or 
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(9) 
or that which others counted to be fo, and not Jusrfwwnir it 
ſelte, and ſecondly Polybins himſclfe doth not only commend 
and extoll extremely (uy Jeprpyur ther wi haut mots m framy) 
both the Seror22puoria and the excefle of ir, but attributes muck 
of the good government of that nation toit, atid that it doth 
ure mae Pouaioy aeg.yuare, keepe their affaires in good order 
and compaſſe. If any daubt be made of this importance of this 
place, I ſhall then, inſtead of farther aſſerting it, adde one other 
to it which ſeemes to beyond all exception ro demonſtrate the 
word to be uſed in a good ſence, it is in Deodornus Siculns bibt. 
L. 5. p- 305+ Where ſpeaking of the ancient {oules he taketh 
notice of one ſpeciall thing in them in their behaviour toward 
the rcmples of the (ods, Their lies (faith he intheir Temples) 
a great deale of gold conſecrated to the Gods, which yer no 


one of the natives toucheth He mv Juoidz/uories through their . 


{uperſtirionor Reverence they bearc their Gods, xg:w4e 3ynw 
Tay Key pmagyueoy xg9 60a although theſe countrymenare 
extremely coverous. Which words muſt necdes fcta good 
notion oh uo: urs to any that do not count facriledge a 
good quality, and abſteining from that a vice or ſcrupuloſity. 
The onely thing I can foretce poſſible to be objected toit is, 
thatthe not touching of the gold may be ſuch a {crupuloſity,bur 
that will be foone an{wered by puting the reader in minde thae 
«7:3 to touch ſignifies to take away, and that it doth ſo in this 
place appearcs by the addirion of themention of their covet» 
ouſneſſe which ſurely would not purthem upon the defire of 
couching only, but alſo of taking it away. 

Secondly the worſhip of the deified dead men and Angels 
which the Heathens tcoke to be true Gods, but the Chriſti» 


ſians do nor, and therefore ſaiththe Erymologiſt, iccor in obs 


key 2075 EMn01 om 4rd ARpuLAYETH, gg. fs nurv TH5 KpIorevons CM THE 
dorbeing nigerer. The word among the Heathens 6s taken far a 
govd thing, but among Chriſtians for impiety. 

Thirdly, any part of Divine worſhip, which in obedience to 
his God, or for feare of vengeance from him, any worſhiper 
doth performeto him. Athing which every ſc or fort of 
people liking in themſelves , but diſliking in others of a diſtant 

| B 2 worſhip, 


S 23- 


S 25. 


S$ 26, 


5 27. 


our modcrne cuſtomary uſe of this word among inen, that 
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(10) 
worſhip, do either hononr or defame with the Title (as of Sax 
perſticion, ſo ) of Religion alſo. . , 

Fourthly, A trembling feare of Gods puniſhment due for 
every {inne, which the Epicareans were willing to ſcoffe ont 
of the world, leſt every man being a ſinner, every man ſhould 
be lefc to terrors and aſtomiſhments of Conſcience, and {o looſe 
that zazivn Tod Givy that tranquillity and eaſe. of life, which they 
propoted to themſelvesas the cheifeſt good. 

To which I need only adde a fitth not yet toutcht upon, 
T he uſe of magica!l Spells, Ligatures, C harafers, &c. (of 
auſpicious and ominous dayes the not obſerving of which 
Hefiod makes. to be impiety, aa2o5 55m Ss me]z (that whole 
booke being a direAtion to that purpole) wu; £p3alurer, dyain;s 
&.Seve T0010, Opyidns xpivar, 1) \afp3tnas artnvwr) & all the obſer vas 
tions and bookes ot the Awgures and Aruſpices, a Catalogue of 
all which Clemens 2AMlexan: (Strom. 3. p.z12. Jtells us,was to 
be ſeene ina Comedy of CMenanders called Sarifuiunr, in 
which he ſcoffcs at thoſe that make every Accident almoſt 4- 
wijov T1vl; a preſage, or figne of ſomething,diviniog by the flighr 
of birds (de£13; pris Arms 5\47ems, in Homer,) by the feeding 
of chickens, as in that famous ſtory of Yalens which coſt ſo ma« 
ny men their lives for having names which began with thoſe 
letters which the chicken peckt at onthe table; to which you 
may adde thePa2Huareix by (triking a ſtafte againſt the ground; 
ro which tis thought the Prophet referred, Hof. 4.1 2. and Ke 
Suuzyreiz, and a many more colleted by learned men out of 
their bookes, and the reſt of the #ra:94a oywere auſpicious 
Henes, ſuch-as «p2zzrar &rJi{e, lightning onthe right fide in 
Homey 1d. 8. The like with more caſe you ſhall finde in Sint 
Auſtin de Doftr, Chriſtiana. 2. under the Title of Significatio« 
nes ſuperſtitioſa, ſuperſtitions pgnifications, which ſaith he Eprſt, 
7 3+ ad ſerviendum Demonibus adbibentur, ar uſed to ſerve. the 
Devils, and thence it ſeemes are called Swperftitions, and they 
that uſe them lc191S21woFyTE; om mie mnutiors in Subdas, ſuperſtiti- 
ous obſervers of ſigner. 

All which b:ing thus premiſed, three things there are t 
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will appeare veryinconſequent and improper at- leaſt. Firſt 
that Swperſtition ſimply and abſtraftly rakenſhould be reſoly- 
edinall Aurchors to fignifie ſomewhat which is evs//; Thar 
ſinne particularly of Falſe-wor (ip. Whereas firſt thoſe that 
uſe the word toexprelſe their owne worſhip cither of God or 
eAngels, or Saints, conccive that to be a creditable word, or 
elſe would not calt itby that name, and the Erymologifs even 
now affirmed that among the heathenem «aaZacrar 'T'iw take 
en for a good thing, and for religion 11 generall. And ſecondly 
When Saint Pauls Religion, or Chijtni y it ſelfe is called by 
that name by Feftus an heathen AZs 25.19. it appezres not 
that he diduſe that word asan accuſation, or in an ill ſence, buc 
only in generall to ſignifie Paxls Religion, or ſomewhat in thar 
different from the Religion of the Fewes, and no whit lcfſe fa- 
voured by him then the Fewes Religion. For he that reades 
the ſtory, ſhall {ce that he rather favoured Saint Parl”'s part a» 
gainſt the Fewez, or at molt: doubted whoſe fide to judge on, 
fo farre is he from prejudgeing Saint Panl's cauſe, or his Re» 
ligion in compariſon of theirs, or expreſſing that by this word. 
Thirdly Saint Pax! himſeclte A#. 17. 2; «: faith, they do 
:7:65v worſhip the true God, though ignorantly, taking him 
for a f:rwwy,asthereſt of their many Gods were) whom he bad 
called S151 Swwiren Fourthly he calls them ſuuarSuwurigrporymore 
religions then other men, not inrelation to any vitious rite or 
performance, wherein they exceeded orbers, but in relation to 
their worſhiping the «nknowne God, which others worſhipt 
not, which faith be ' was the true God of heaven whom he 
preached, though the rruth is they knewhim not. 

A ſecond inconfequence is, that the uſe of Ceremonies or 
Rites inthe worſhip of the true God, if they be not diſtin&. 
ly preſcribed either by the example or precept of Chriſt, ſhould 
1 be called ſuperſtition, then without farther ' matter of accuſas» 
tion be condemned 'only for deſerving that Title. : Whereas 
firſt there is noexample in the Scripture, nor ancient Authour 
nor ground inthe nature of either Greeke or Latine word to 
affix that Titleto that matrer ( Superſtition to unpreſcribed 
Rites) or if there were; yer ſecondly no Authority ro defame 
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that Title, being ſo applyed; or to conclude every thing evill 
that werecalled by ic, nnlefle it might appeare tobein it ſelfe 
evili, «trated fromthe Odinmot that Title. 

The Third Inconſequent thing is, that men on pretence & in 
the name of Piety ſhould abſtaine from ſome obſervances (in 
them(clves and their owne nature acknowledged to be sndsfe 
ferent) as {uperſtitsour, either becauſe they are commanded by 
lawfull authority,or at moſt, becauſe they are or have been #/ed 
by Papiſts; And 'yet themſelves not expeR tobe accompred 
ſuper ftitios in hating and deteſting and nor daring to pratice 
ay one ofthem (and that ſometimes. for no other crime but 
becauſe they are by lawfull authority commanded:;to praftice 
them) bur as ſtritly obligeing themſelves to do the contrary 
ſomerimes that which Anabaprifs, and other Perſons (1 nor 
in authority, {econdly as much or as well condemned by cur 
Church both. for dorine and manner of worſhip as the Pa- 
pilts) are wont to doe; Whereas in things indiffercnr, firſt 
It is certainely as criminons, and Swperſts:50ws to place piety 
in the Negative, as the affirmative, innor kneeling, as in kyeel- 
5ng; in «bſteining ſcrupulouſly from Ceremonies, asin ſing 
them as ſcrupulouſly, And ſecondly *cis as dangerous a kinde 
of dogmatizing to teach the neceſſity of abſtinence from laws- 
full unprohibired Ceremonies, as from lawfull unprohibited 
weates, Col. 2. And thirdly ic is not imaginable that the jn- 
tervening of a command on one ſide and not on the other,ſhould 
leavethe Swperſtition only on that fide, where the command 
lies, for then the Swperſtstionm muſt conſiſt in obeying lawfull 
magiſtrates, or clſc the magiſtrates themſclves be the only Su+ 
perſtitious Perſons in commanding. Either of which acts (ci- 
ther of giving or obeying. commands inthings indifferent) if it 
were acknowledged a faulc, might ſure be eZaultery, or Fitch 
craft, as well as Swperſtition, | 
$ 30, If toall which hath becne ſaid in this matter, it be ſill ob- 

jeRed, that ſuper irtion may and doth in ſome authenticke wri- 
rerscicher ſacred or profane ſignific a niwiety or exceſſe in Reli= 

gion, I ſhall breitely make this returne, 
6 216 1, That the word Swperſtxions may indecd denote fuch _ 
| ceſſe 
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eeſſe from the force of the termination[[oſsJand fo affo (fairly + 
Agelins out of Nigidins Fignlus) the word Religioſus denotes; 

| bucrben,firſt,by thar Grammaricall obſervation I mighe con- 

| etude, thar Swperffz1io denotes thisno more then Religio-dorhs 

| Nay ſecondly,that*tis Hgeliws his animadverfion upon Nigedi» 

/ mw Figalas, that all ſuch exceſſes are not culpable, nor conſe- 

| c—_—_ all words ob that termination 2o be taken in ill ſences;. 

But then Secondly granting the wordto be thusufed by fome « 337 

Authors, I muſt firſt fay, That ſome, and thofe not of the mea- | 
nelt of the ancient Heathens (as-appeares by what we produced 
out of Cicere) did it on- that ground of Epicurean Divinity, 
Gods no providence, no puniſhments in. another life, to which 
ix was but conſonant to condemn all ſuperſtition (becavſe alf 
feare of God)for a Nimiety in opinion firſt,and then in practice.” 
2”, that for other later chriſtian writers the uſe of a word in this 
or that fence in ſome Authors, is ſo ſlight and caſuall arhing,that 
x muſt noe be thoaghr ſufficient to: falten an i{hcharaRer on any 
thing, to whichrhoſe-Authors have applyed'it,unlefle that thing- 
be firſt proved to be ill by fome other Topick. Thirdly, that 
thoſe Auchors which come hometo the point in hand,are fo few 
or ſo moderne & of fo fmalkauthority,thac they would ſcarce be: 
worth producing. Fourthly, that this ſuppoſed Nimiety, orex»- 
ceſſe in matters of Religion may be reduced to theſe two forts,, 
28 conſilting either in the degree, or m the number of Attionszei» 
ther in the quality or quantity. ; in the intenfion or extenſion, 

If it be ſu>ooted in the firit kinde onely, then I ſhall without 5. 335 
icruple deny, that there 18 any fuch-rhing as Nimiety or exceſſe , 
in Religion. There isno poſhbility of being Religious in too 
high a Degree , of praying too- fervenaly, or tos often. For 
thuugh the Meſſalians or Enchite were condemn'd in this mat- * 
cer, yer *riscleare, that that which was their crime, was not 
thar excctlive praftice, but the laying that obligation upon: 

'themſelves and all others, to be allwayes a praying, upon autho= 
rity of that Text [ Pray continually] which being by the Apo» 
Rle delivered in reference and in analogie to rhe continual 3. e. - 
dayly. Sacrifices, was by them miſinterpreted and applyed to- 
wnimtorrapted, inceſſant powring out of Prayers. And Lag 
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thongh'tis poſſible alſo,that in too frequent or intehſe a pratice 
of holy Duties ſome incident fault there may be, asfor example, 
ifby ſodoing a-man negle& the Dutiesof (harity or of hisowne: 
particular calling, yet then alſo *riscleare that this fault isthe neg- 
leRting: of thoſe Dwties , and not the Excefſs of Devotion(to 


which this negle& is but extrinſecall and accidentali, and fo not - 


fit co depraye the-nature of that devotion it ſelfe) which you 
will diſcerne-by this , that it that ſuppoſed exceſle might be ſe- 
parated from thoſe adherent Neg/ets or Omiſſions,it would then 
never be accounted criminous, no man that diſcharges all his o- 
ther Duties willever be ſaid to be too zealous, or to pray too of 
ten ; and that hedothnot diſcharge thoſe Duties, thougha faulc 
itis, andan argument of partiallhypocriticall obedience in. him 
that is wilfully guilty of it, yer ſare not properly the finne of ſu- 
perſtjtion. For 'cis Saint Auſtin's argument-againit Cicers.(who 
thoughe that the praying day and, night, ws fits efent Superſliter, 
was ſuperſtition) de (v5: 1.45.30. $5 Superſites difts, gu ater. 
totas precabantuy & immolabant, nunquid uo & wi quiinſtitue« 
»unt deoris ſimulachra? If 'twere Superſtition to pray and ſacrifice 
whole dates together then ſure they were ſuperſtstions alſo that ſet 
wp thoſe Images of the Gads to which they ſo Prayed and Sacrificed, 
intimating his opinion.that the frequency of Prayer could not be 
Supecſtiriousanleſie the worſhip and inftitution it felfe were Su- 
perſtitious: that is.the Gods or Images to whom they thus pray'd, 
falſe Gods. ' 

Burt if this exceſſe be ſuppoſed to be in the extenſton,s.e.the ta- 
king in7t9s many things, ro wit t0O many Rites and C eremonies, 
& 6c. into the ſervice of God, I ſhall then ſay. Firſt, that by this ir 
ſeemes tobe granted, that the Reres and Ceremonies themſelves 
are not (#perſtit:ow,but only the mwltirede of them. I make ſuch 
haſt to aſſame this as granted, becauſe I conceive itſuch a reaſo+ 
nable poſtulztion, that I would perſwade my felfe no prerender 


to rationall diſcourſe would deny it me ; it being demonſtra- 


tively as impoſſible to develt Religion of all Rices and Ceremo- 
nies wholly , as to performe the duty of Prayer in a kumane bo« 

dy,and yet to doe it atno time,in no place, with no geſture. 
. Oc if our oppolite Brethren will diſtinguiſh betwixr Circuns. 
ſtances and Significant (ceremonies , and onely diſclaime the 
latter ; 
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latter ; Theh firſt they muſt: fail out with their freinds whe 
gencrally uſe e/eyarion of the -bexd in taking of Oathes, and 
that is a fymificant Ceremony. And fome of them aſſert the ne- 
ceſlicy of firting at the Sacrament as ſignsficative of their aſſu. 
rancc of their Familiarity with Chriſt on Earth at his ſecond 
comming. And ſecondly; they muſt affirme it to be a fault too 
in a Ceremony, that jt is ſignsficarsve, which ſeemes very un- 
reaſonable alſo. 

For the ſignificancy of a Ceremonie may be of three ſorts, 
Firſt, whenit naturally ſignifies the thing which I am about , and 
properly floweth fromit ; as the lifting up.the eyesto Heaven 
foweth from zeale in Prayer, and fignitics or expreſſethir ; and 
ao {ober man would ever thinke fit to quarrell with chat for 
being fignificetive,or to preſcribe limits tothe uſe of uch kind 
of Ceremonies. Secondly, Whew by the cuſftome ' of the place it 
becomes in like manner alſo ſignificative of the Attion in band. 
As, among us , kneeling ſignifies humility , &c. and toblame 
ſuch aſignificancic 2gaine, or ſucha Ceremonie , becauſc it is 
ſugnificative, were as irrationall, *T will not be fault in any thus 
£0 uſe it privately himiclfe , or being a Magiſtrate to preſcribe 
othess (for decency and uniformity) the uſe of it. Thirdly, 
when iris ſet to fignific ſomething clic, whether that which ie 
ſignifies be marter of Chriſtian Dorine; as in the Antient 
Church, the cuſtome of ferding inthe Church berweene Ea- 
ſtcr and W hicſuntide, was deſign'd to fignifie the Reſwrref5on 
of Chrift ; or whether it be matter of promiſe, as the Types in 
the old Jaw were of Chriſt to come; or whether matter of 

fa & Story,&c. and then alfoto quarrell with the pg nificancy 
of them, and diflike them more then if they were empty and 
wnfgnificent, is Firſt , very irrationall againe (for it will nor 
bee-more fault to have fome profit in them, then to have 

None, .} | | 
Secondly, it will lay a cenſure upon the Types of the Law 
appointed by God birſeite, for they were ſuch 5 Andthough 
thoſe particulars are now out-dated by the comming of Chriſt 
whom they ſignified, yer (ince others that are now ſtill ſeaſo- 
nable by ſignifying and commemorating ſomewhat paft , or 
C prefiguring 


$ 26, 


S 37s 


f LL, S 38, 
q 
þ 
j 
k S 39. 
l 
$ 40, 


| (#6) 
prefignting for whatyet: future, wilt by that AniJogic and 


proportion which thcy hold with thoſe which w 
full, be evid-nced to belawfull too, - + mu | 

The nor obſerving of which- matter ,and of the ſole reaſon 
why the old Fewi/b Ceremonirs, Ciryumeifion, 5.1! are inter- 
diced us Chriſtians {not becaulc figuificative Cere manics are 
roto gexrre unlawfall, bur becaufe rhe obſerving of thoſe parti- 
cularly which foreſhewed Chriſt, and teaching the necefſiry of 
obſerving them z would-:bee. avrerpretative;che denying of 
Chriſt; or that the Hſeſkar Was come )J: is conceive ,\.that 
which hath given occaſionof che miſtakes of thinking lignifi» 
cxive Ceremonies to be now unlawtull ; whicherrourifup. 
on this advertiſement it may now be reformed , and this fo 
reaſonable a poftnlation for the lawfulneſlc of Cerethonies fg- 
»wficativebe thus granted, the greater part of: this preficne 
Controverfie wilt be #t an end; for I ſhall-not then bee Advo. 
cate for the multitude or aboundance of that laſt ſort of ſignifi 
eative Ceremonies, but rather give my full vote to the confir- 
ming of the old rule concerning then, that they'bee pance & 


ſalnbres , few, & wholſome ; - and particularly few for theſe 


Reaſons. | W526 
Firſt, becauſe there are really not many (ach wholſome Ce- 


remoniesto be found z Secondly , becauſe thoſe that by Lawe 
are received into the Church, are but very moderate fornum- 
ber ; which with me bathno ſinall Authoriry.. Thirdly, be- 
cauſe*cisnot impoſſible that the number may- encumber rhe 
Soule, by buſying it about many thiogs, and ſo diverting it 
from the One great Neceſſary. Fourthly , becaiiſe the multi» 
tude of fuch was counted'a Burdento the Fewe: Fitthly , bes 
cauſe it feemes ſometimes to-bec an ill (pimptome of forme in» 
ward'negleR , to ſpend overmuch'Care and Time in the: Ou- 
ter-waſhings ; as In the Phariſces it is noted to have beene z 
And as Arifforle obſerves of the inſetile Animalls , that the 
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want of blood wasthe cauſe that they ran our into fo many | 


leggs. 


But then Secondly, I muſt add by way of cantion, that in | 


this matter men are ſometimes miſtaken ( as Milers are-in | 
| | judging | 


op wm'am_ =... - 


bs.) 


TTY 


= P00 LA ARS _ 


OC we Ire ane UE CESS 


(19) 
judgingoFtxceſſive expenſes, or (ltggards of exeeflive {a- 
boug }thinke, they or others excecde,, when they doe not, 
To which-purhoſe. you may pleaſe firſt comaketbis direti- 
on, that though the premiſed caution concerning Ceremo- 
nics ina Church be very-good, chat they be pance & ſalubres, 


few and wholſome, yetit they bewhol/ome, not only negatively, 


bat poſitively , not only harmlefie but tending to. edification 
(for ſo falwbrity, or whol{omneRie imports) then there will be 
little reaſon to accuſe them ofexceſſe; for it they be {alubriow, 
they will then more probably helpe the inner devotion , then 


encumber it. 


Secon1ly, you:muſt diſtinguiſh of ſuch As , wherein that 
excelle is ſuppoſed tobe, chatthcy cither are ordsnable, fir ;e5-, 
proper to that end, the ſervice of God;, to. which they are ans 
nex'c; and then againe being uſed in ther kinde, they are ſalu» 
briox,andno danger of exceſſe ; or Secondly, they are inordi> 
nable, uafir, improper, of which nature there are great ſtore 
noted-in the Church of Rowe ; andiu this caſe though any one 
may bea njmiety, and that nimiety a fault, yet ſtili this not the 
Fault of Seperſtit50», but rather of folly and vanity, or what ec» 


ver other gus/r, the uſing rhings in the worſbip of God, which 


doe no whit rend tothat cnd ( but are alicnc from. it): may a» 
mountto. ' And theſe vaniries,or this fault,l deſire toalow no 
favour or patronage or countenance to, bur have as full diſlikes 
to themasany charicable-man hath, though as yet I am not fa» 
tisfied, that they aretobe called Superſtition. 

» . And yct concerninga ward 1 ſhall not contend-:neither, 
but rather. grant them :lyable to thac title alfo, on condition 


that I may but evince and be granted this one thing, that it is a 


circle of injuſtice, andanoxionsfallacy, firſt to apply the title 
of Superſtition ro fuchtriflcs or faults as theſe, then to extend 
it farcher.to thoſe. things whichhave no fuch faultto beechar- 
ged on'them,. and then to: cohdemne.tholeaifo, 'as (faults and 
crimes, becauſe they are Swper ſtitioma ; juſt like the old hea- 


| then Tyrants dealing with the primitive” Chriſtians , firſt ro 


enrertain themſelves with the bloody ſpeRacles of bayting of 


; Wilde-beaits; then to take oft thoſe wilde- beaſts 8kins, avd put 
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(nd) | 
them gpon Chriſtians, then to bring forth thoſe Chiiftians to 
be baited and devoured in thoſe ſhapes, The injuſtice of which 
15 the 37500 iſe: HNiZauthe prime thing which this paper was de- 
figacd rodemonſtrate. GE 
And if ſtill it be urg'd and preſſed that Seuperftition is a Nie 


wiety and Exceſſe in the uſe of good Authors, -and demand be 


made wherein, or what is that Nswiery, that may properly be 
called Superſticion ? I anſwere, thatif we will ncedes take $u- 


perftition in that nature, then che moſt proper matter of it will 


Fir, The placing more virtue in ſomethings then either na« 
turally, or by cherule of Gods word, or in the zſtimation of 
purer ages of the Church of Chriſt may be thought to belong 
to them; as the placing virtue or force i» the ſigne of the Croſſe, 
and the womens parvuls Evangelia in S. Ferom on Mar. Cap. 
33, The Opwe operatwm of the Sacrament, and other Chrilftian 
performances. (parallelt o the mepzuuere oramulets among 
the Heathen , to the guae.urigie the PhylaRterics among the 

ewes(having their auds 1ſraet Dent. 5.faltned to their wriſts 
and forcheads) to drive away Devills,and to the precatiuncitle 
thelittle Prayers that the T#rke cartics about with him, as a 
defenfſative againſt all dangers, The doing of which is eyther 
utterly groundleſſe, and then itis folly ; or elſe it faſtens fome 
promiſe on Chriſt which he hath not made in the Goſpell , or 


ſome dofqrine on the antient Church , of which*that is nor | 


guilry neither, and ſois a Nimicty: or elſe, 
Secondly,( Thar to which the literall importance'of No:/uw- 


_ worie refert's) eLnexceſſe of ſeare, or tnia or] boy, bow 


ing afraid of God , when we neede not , thinking cur ſelves 
bound(or ebligeing others) « from God, when God immediate 
ly neither commands nor forbids , nor the lawfull power un- 
der which we live (which would be mediatly the command 
of God alſo) of this kind is the doing or abſteining religioufly 
(5.e, upon pretence of divine przcept or prohibition ) from 


thoſe things which the word and the lawe of Chrif doth nei- | 


—— 
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ther immediatly, nor by conſequence of commanding obedi. | 


encc to the higher powers, command. nor interdict us, 1 ſay | 
nor : 
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not; the fimple doing »hd abſtayning (for that may be ſimply 
lewfell )northe doing & abſtsyning upon ground of command 
or prohibition from our lawfall ſupertours, (for if there be a+ 
ny ſach, weare bound by the word of God to ſuch obedience, 
and the nor paying thereof is-as truly, I will add, as immediatly 
a breach of Gods Lawe and finne againſt God , asany a& of 
thefc or adultery, or ſinne againſt the ſecondrable : for though 
the commands of the Magiſtrate, arc but mediatly the comands 
of God, yet the diſobeying of thoſe commands ts ay immediat 
diſobedience to God, in the fifth Commandement which com 


- mands to honour, 5.e. to obey him , and then to be molt exact 


and przcife in caution never to finge againſt that obedience , 
cannot be ſuperſtition, gr fault, though perhaps by being in a 
man that makes little Conſcience of greater diſobedience, it be 
an ill Spmprowe of that Hypocrs/y which conſiftsin frayning ar 
Gnats and ſwallowing Camels) but the doing or — Fen 
ligionſly (which is in cffe& dogmatizing Col. 2, 20. laying buy. 
dens upon our {clves, and others as from Chriſt ) where Chrif 
hath wholly left us free. As if a private man ſhonld thinke 
himſelfe obliged by (or a Magiſtrate prefic upon others by vir. 
tue of the Moſaicall przcepr , the obligation of ) the Tewiſh 
Lawe long ſince abrogated by Chrift, or any other ontdated or 
not-yet- given command ; This mrghr be called Saperſfirion, 
under this Notion of Nsmiety, becauſe that man add's to the 
Command: of Chriſt (as the former to the Promiſes) annexed 
to the Chriſtian Religion, to the Goſpell Rule, thofe things 
which belong not to It, and fo is an exceeder in the feare and 
fervice of God, doth things in obedience ro God, which hee 
neither imtncdiatly nor mediatly commands , and ſo walkes 
erri2as os ampes Epheſe 5.15. Circumſpettly , but as «fovle, 
fearing where no feare 4,doing ſome things ſerviſly (that is,fea- 
ring damnation if he ſhould not doe them) wherein Chriſt hath 
left him fee, and no authority of the Church or lawfull Magi- 
ſtrate reſtrain'dthat Liberty, 
And this is a culpable or criminons Exceſſe , not in doeing 
what God commands not (tor that may be innocent enough) 


bur in affirming (as a falfe Teacher) Godto command when he 
C3 doth 
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Jorh,yotcommand, or to forbid when hee; doth. hot forbig; 
and ſo inthralling bimſglfe or others, whom God, hath free 
Which. way of dogmatizing , or jmpoling, as neceflary ſuc 
things as tbe lawe of Chriſt hath not made neceflary. (no , nor 
{o much as the higher powers authorized by Chrsft, nor the 
Primitive or parrorigt Conrehag COW. _ wlll = op a 
thority amongſt all ſober men)and fo proceeding to make ſuc 
things marks aud characters - c _ ere, and illuſtrate 
them(lelyes by, is the. ſpeciall kinde of Swperſtsc50u', which I 
ve rexſqa to beleeye any kinde:of Proteſtangs to be guilty of, 

caand..., 


The only one, unlefſe it þe that r1dicubous ofe of, making 


groundlefſe obſervations of 'ominous, things ;. inquſpicious, c» 
vents, unlucky daics,and ſuch like old-wwives divinations, to 
which one part of Theopbraſtus bis character of Superſtition, 
aud of eFgelinu bis notion of it; and of $, dtpfin alſo.refcrrs; 
Which yetis rather beleeving firmly what we have: no ground 
to beleeve, and fo an excefſe of credu{zey ,, then doing what we 
are not bound to de,& ſo anexceſſe of Religion;or Myon wil,a cs 
vil Swperſtstson(Lbeing not in any order to the worſhip ofGod) 
in.an affected retayning.or embracing. of ſome,old Heathen 


* traditions, taken up by the: SkwrSyuarss , firſt fooliſh in chem, 


andthen of evill report tor us to continue from them, being (6 
much better inſtructed then they werez- and if taken upupon 
their authority, and continued under that notion,thenalſo poſ- 
ſibly matter of {candall (as the eating of the ««fuxidure, Things 
offered to Idots,was 1 Cor,to.2g.)Butthen ſtill chisis rather an 
cf: of naturall magick, or Heatheniſh perſwaſions , then 
ah Exceſſe of the-Chriſtian Religion ; and not at all the thing 
which is now a daies preſt with that odious title of Swperſtsrs. 
ox, and therefore it may ſuffice to have named this withque 
farther cnlarging on it. . | "I | 

As for thoſe other things which are. ſo. ordinarily brended 
under this nams,by many that are now ill pleaſed with the [e« 
gall tate of things in our Church, though i ſhall not deſcend 


tothe particular conſideration of them, :and vindication of - 


each, :y£t this.it will not be unſeaſonablce. to have advertiſed 
þ in 
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i» «19 phace, rhat that mainc proofe: and\commet. ayrokes 
videncingthe (#pertiriouſmeſſe'of tome obfesvarices 0 perfor? 
mancesamong us;” only becauſe:cither wee-doe place (orio- 
thers bave placed): ba/yneſſe in them, 18, (wharſocver:maybe 
{aid of it inrhefi)5n hyparheſ.ox applicatron tothe particalar cx+ 


*% % 


f:s generally very falſe, or impertinent. vt nd 


" For, whenfoever in any ſuch particular T ſhall be thus accu- | 


{ed, Tſhall firſtaske what is meant by holyneſſe ? any reall ins 
herenc virtye * or only (according, to the * Hebrew,znd ſo 
Scriprure:notation of the word) ſeparation. from common us 
ſes? For the firit of theſe, that reall 6#b42rewt holyneſfſe, no Pro- 
teſtant that I have heard of,affirmes it of any created ehing, bit 
only of perſons, as God, inthe high degree, and. Suines of his, 
in a lower :and:jmperfet degree, by way of: communication 
from him: [Either:therefore the:tharge muſt be 'falle 5: ovvIfe 
by holy nefſe muſt be meanc thatſecond» kinde of 1; (ſepara 
ro holy;ttom common uſes;and-rhus tines, 8 things, and if 
ons, &c. may berruly called holy, and if we place'no more of 
this bolineſſe in them,thenthbs cruly belongs tovhemther! ſure 
we offend not againey\norarecobe Yefamed(for 'Suprrftitions 
itz (o doing. e32419:b' 02 1800 03 4 ftonettt Ag: 307 23.411 ] 
In'this cafe the only thing behinde for inquiry will be;” by 
whom and how farrethis thing what ever it is, is thus ſepars- 
ted, and that I ſhallſuppoſe will be found ;o be done either by 
Cbrift orthe eApeſtles,orthe wniverſall Church inthe pureſt 4 
wes,'of the particular Church: (and rulers thereof ) wherein 
we live; or it by none of theſe, thenſbeing left free and-ar ore 
ownediſpoſing) by our owne voluntary a, of that confir- 
med witha reſolution, or vow perhaps in fome caſes. Now f 
. theſe orany of theſe be theauthors of the /eparatiny any thing, 
thento diſcerne whether we exceede in any ofthefe, and whes 


ther we'place more bolyneſſe then is due. to them; willnot by. 


very difficult : For,if that, which is thas ſeparated -by Chrif, 
I ſhall count holy in that degree, and conceive my ſelfe obliged 
0 it virtute precepts diving, by virrxe of divine precept; I ſurely 
offend nor. And fo in the ſecond, 1f 1 count my ſelfe obliged 


by the eApoſtolich pracepr y or inthetbird by the exatople-or 
praceps 
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pricept bf the primttivt iniverſall, or in the fourth, of the pay- 


Ficnley Cherch, (cachof which ought to bave their auchotity 
with us, though that in different degrees) all this. while | ot» 
fend not, becauſe the bo/imefſe which 1 place in them is ſtill 
proportioned to the ground of it , the authority of him that 
thus /eparared them. Þ ; 

. Ando againe, if my vol/vutary oblationT performe as a vo- 


| luntary oblation, and only expeR that God that hath promi- 


{ed to accept ſuch , will , if it beas it ought, «ccepe this ; and 
in caſe of reſo/ution and vow, add that reſpeR in my perfor- 
mance, Which is duc to ſuch, all this while I am not blame» 
worthy, 


Bar if I Rraine cither of theſe any degree above its ranke, 


elevate an Ecclefiaſtica]l or humane Conſticution into a divine 
Precept,&c. then Lſhall acknowledge this a fault, and that 
faulc perhaps capable of the ticle of Superſtition: which yet 
muſt ot be exrended thus farre; that the giving of the1ike 9+ 
bedience to one as the other, is this tault, (for obedience being 
due to both Divine and Humane lawes (keeping their termes 
of ſ(abordination) I am alike bound by {hrsft ro #bey both, and 
I muſt not make any difference in that Obedience, but doboth 
for Conſcience ſake) but that the confounding the grounds or 
fewnd ations of my obedience, which ought co be drfingniſhed, 
15init ſelte anerror, and that which may prove of ill impor- 
tance, by making me equal them, when perhaps they come in 
competition-with (and ſo thwart) one another ; in which caſe 
the inferiour ought eo give place tothe ſuperiour, 

... [fro this it be replyed, that though I doe not elevate this a» 
bovyc its pitch, do not thus attribute more bolyneſſe to this or 
thac then it deſerves, yet Papifts or other Super fitiows per- 
ſons have done ſo, andtherefore the thing is become Swper- 

ftitiow, and conſequently muſt be forborne by me alſo. Tothis 
I anſwere Firſt, That the ill aſe of any will not corrupt a thing 
in icſelfe either commanded, or bur laudable , --or only inno» 
ceat before ;. and conſequently though. the Papiſts be ſuperſti- 
tious, yet will not every thing from them be ſufficiently pro- 
ved to be faperſtittous unlefle tt have ſome other crime _ 
$ tnelr 
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their uſing it, for otherwiſe, not only. the Crerede and Pa. 
rer-nofter,. but even the Serepeare it ſelte maſt be ſuperſtiti» 
ous alſo. NN 4 FP, 1601 eld-© | 
This inconſequence being acknowledged,I ad,Secondly,that 
there is nothing which can oblicge me to'abſteinfrothar which 
they bave uſed tuperſtitiouſly , unlefle cither the danger that I 
be thought rodoeſo too, to be as Swperftiriow as they, orthe 
poſſibility that others following me in doing it, may follow 
them in doing it ſaperfitio»ſly, and cither of theſe dangers be« 
ing ſuppoſed, will not yet come home to prove it Superſtitions, 
{which is the only thing we have now to conſider ) the moſt 
that they can doe, istomake it ſcavdalow , and ( befide that 
- this belongs to another matter and is abundantly handled in aw- 
other Di/conrſe on that SubjeftY | ſhall add onething more 
that this conſideration of the danger or pofſibilicy , isnor ſo 
much a religious as a prudential one (foran att of pradevce it is 
to weighand ponder whether this be a probable danger or no} 
and fo belongs tothe higher powers to conſider of (not to eve» 
ry private man) who if they thinke fit by lawe coforbidit, I 


mult not then venter on it; it (#o» obſtante rhis appearance of 


danger)ro command it,thoughfcis peffible theymaydoe amitffe 
no doing, yer I (having nothing to doe inthat at of theirs, 
unlcfſe I am of Connſell adviſed with in it ) may be innocent 
enoughin ſoobeying, and if they bave thought fit neirher to 
command nor forbid , then am I left free in my owne particu- 
lar, and may doe either, fol doe it with thoſe cautions, that 
inthe ira of Scandallarefer downe,  - 

To which if ic be replycd; that though this bee:trae in che 
yet in byporbeſS*twill nor be pertinent in this kingdome. '' T 
bawes of this kingdome have taken away all Ceremo- 
nies uſed in the Rowan Church, fave: thoſe that are named in 
thoſe Lawes, andſllhave left no marvany-ſuch liberty. I an- 
{were, They have tekenawuy the obdiegingrefſe, but notlow- 
ſuinefſe otthem , anlefſeofthoſe which eyther 'oar Church or 
ſome higher principle hath prenounced unlawfull ; my mea» 
ning is, that whatſoever landable performance was taken up 
by the Papiſts;'amd by them commanded , now though that 

D command 
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command be taken away , and ſo we free from'the oblieging= 

 nefe os burthen of ig, - yet*cs. not, therfore made unlawfull or 
prohibited to us ( for that were to reſtraine our liberty alſo, 
andonly to exchange one burthen for another ) or if it were, I 
ſhould then thinke my ſcife oblicged to abſteine alſo, 

The Concluſion from all this diſcourſe will be, that if fome 
men, as they will abideno R:tes, forhey would avow no guay« 
el; but what Seriprore will give them particular directions or 
commands for, and conſequently if they would not judge or 


- damn their brethren, when neither Chriſt and his writ, nor the 


authority of the primitive univerſall Church, nor the orders of 
the particular within which they live, nor the indecency of the 
thing it ſclfe (of which yer every private man mult not bee a» 
lowed a competent judge) condemns them, it might be hoped 
thac r-uth and peace and juſtice and eharsty that have taken their 
joynt flight from this carth cogeth=r , might together returne 
ro it againe, Which till it be done. it autſtbe ſill expeRed thar 
they who have learn'c one of the Divels attributes, that of Sa 
tan , Adverſary, or sy99% wrig enemy Man, will alſo advance 
to another, that of 4:44»a& calumnjator, and ud]ryopo; a Sa. 
#@y accuſer (as of the brethren, 5.e. truce beleevers ſoc) ofevery- 
chriſtian or innocent aQion of chairs, and-that :if there bee no 
known playneſinne to be charged on them with any probabi.. 
lity , then fomt unknowne, obſcure, miſunderſtood name 
ſhali ſupply that place, and as once efrodine obſ.rved 
that there was a Lawe tnadethar no crime ſhould bee capitall 
but treaſon, but then every the leaſt aidkebavieur, or even ins. 


nocent haemleſſe aGion;, 11 ſuch: who: they had a minde to 


puniſh, - was brought inunderitbetitle of Thes/o8; and (0 eve»: 
ry thing became capitall by that meanes, ſo-now' it being by! 
lome men reſolved (ifrhe teſtimony of the reſt of their lives 
may be beleeyed)rhazghere is na capitall damning ſinne, worth; 
beeding,orablicningiram but Superſtyrion; every rite or ge-. 
fur or morioninthem whomthey ploaſe rb quarrell wichſhall 
be accuſed and'arraigned aud ſentenced underchat title. 

It were to be wilh'c- that the paines that 1s taken 
ta dcfaming all 6045/y worfbip, ,undor the) morma of Swper-! 


ftition, 
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(25) 
ftition, were more profitably employed,cither in finding our 
meanes to cncreaſe our inwardattention and fervor in perfor. 
ming that great duty of prayer (to which purpoſe (1 am con- 
fdent) fabing, and humHty of bedily geſtures, thoſe two maine 
branches of the moderne Superſtition , will not bee found un- 
profitable) or elſe inthe ſearch of that ſpirituall pride and w»- 
charitableneſſe and contention , that filtbineſſe of the Spirit , 
which is apt to ſtealc into and defilethe beſt mens hearts, and 
if it may pleaſe, of one reall, b/afting, dawning, and yet (as if 
our-datcd ) /irrle- conſidered finne, you may take your oprion, 
eyther that of izpoovaie Sacriledge. Ro.2.23. or that other of: 


irreverence and prophaneneſſe, 


Take heede that no man deceive you with vaine words. 


FINIS. 


; ERRATA: 
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